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FARMALL CUB 

The Farmall Cub was a tractor for- small acreages and for 

truck and vegetable farms. It remained in the lineup from 1947 

to 1964. This was further verification of the demand for a 

small tractor. As rotary mowers became popular, many Cub 

tractors were equipped with the underslung mower. The Cub was 

marketed to parks, cemeteries, large estates, municipalities 

and to small farms. 

International used their own valve-in-head.four cylinder 

engine of 59 CID. It was the smallest tractor made by the 

company with only a 2 5/8 by 2 3/4 inch bore and stroke. The 

engine speed was rated at 1600 RPM. The tractor weighed about 

1,480 lbs. and recorded 8.8 HP on the drawbar. A three speed 

transmission of 2.1, 3.1, and 6.4 MPH was standard equipment. 

A tire size of 6-24 for the rear and 4-12 for the front further 

denoted the smallness of the Cub. The tractor was equipped with 

an adjustable wide front. The advertising listed more than 

a dozen implements that were available and designed for the 

tractor. Fuel economy of the Cub was 8.6 HP hours per gallon 

of gasoline. 

An improved model of the Farmall Cub was tested in 1956 

and recorded about 10 HP on the drawbar. Other major differences 

were engine speed increased to 1800 RPM, tire size increased 

to 8-24 on the rear wheels· (the front remained the same), and 

transmission speeds increased to 2.4, 3.2 and 7.3 MPH. 

Fuel economy was 8.5 HP hours per gallon, which was slightly 

less than the Cub model tested nine years earlier. 

During the period 1947 through 1958 International was to 

market more than 225,000 Farmall Cub Tractors. Over 47,000 

were sold in 1948, the peak year of production. 
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To The Owner 
We are glad to welcome you as an owner of a product of International 

Harvester Company. You have a fine product designed and built to give 
you many years of efficient operation. The way you operate and the 
care you give this product will have much to do with its successful per
formance. 

To help you operate your equipment with utmost efficiency we have 
provided this operator's manual. It has been carefully prepared to 
give you the benefit of many years of experience gained in field testing 
and normal usage of this and si.rriilar products. 

We urge you to study this manual so you will understand your new 
equipment thoroughly before operating it. We also urge you to take 
care of your manual so you will have it available for reference when 
you need it. 

If your manual is lost or destroyed, a new copy may be ordered 
from the International Harvester dealer at a nominal price. Your 
International Harvester dealer will also be glad to answer any questions 
you may have on the operation or care of this product. 

CONTENTS 

Description 

Contents ...... . 
Safety Instructions 
Introduction ..... 
Instruments and Controls 
Before Operating the Tractor 
Preparing for Each Day's Work 
Gasoline Engine .... 
Gasoline Fuel System 
Driving the Tractor . 
Touch Control System 
Fast Hitch ........................ 
Hitching Trailing Equipment to the Tractor 
Belt Pulley and Power Take-Off ........ . 
Cooling System ..... 
Air Cleaning System . 
Electrical System ........ . 
Minor Engine Service Operations 
Front Wheels 
Rear Wheels 
Weights 
Pneumatic Tires. 
Brakes ...... . 
Clutch ...... . 
Storing the Tractor 
Cold Weather Precautions 
Trouble Shooting 
Lubrication .... 
Lubrication Table 
Lubrication Guide . . . . . . . . . 
Preventive Maintenance Guide. 
Specifications •••......•.. 
Extra Equipment and Accessories 
Index . . . . .•.•..•...•... 

Page No. 

Cover No. 2 
1 

2, 3 
4 to 6 

7 
8 

9. 10 
10, 11 
11, 12 
13, 14 

14 to 1 7 
18 

19, 20 
21 to 24 

24, 25 
25 to 41 

42, 43 
44, 45 
46, 47 
48, 49 
50, 51 
51, 52 
52, 53 
53, 54 

55 
56 to 60 
60 to 64 

65 
66 to 71 

72, 73 
74, 75 

76 
76, 77 

http://www.jensales.com/products/farmall-tractor-operators-manual-ih-o-cub-late.html


LUBRICATION 

OIL FILTER - Continued 

H the element is not serviced and becomes 
clogged, the element by-pass valve will open 
and unfiltered oil will be circulated through 
the engine. 

Note: To avoid delays, carry extra filter 
elements on hand so replacement can be made 
at the proper time. 

Changing the Fi her Element 
,-: 

Do not change the element while the engine 
is running. 

1. Remove the oil filter drain pipe cap 
{lllust. 62A) and allow the oil filter to drain 
completely. 

2, Clean off filter cover "A" (lllust. 62) to 
prevent dirt from dropping into the filter when 
the cover is removed. 

lllust. 62 

'-.. Bolt 

Outlet for 
filtered 

oil 

------- Filtered oil 
return 

Diagram of oil flow through the filter. 

62 

3, Unscrew and remove bolt "B" and gasket 
"C" (lllust. 62). 

4. Lift up and remove filter cover "A" and 
gasket "D" (lllust. 62). 

5. Remove the old element. 

6. H the oil appears very dirty or sludgy 
when draining, flush out the filter case with 
kerosene. Before flushing, however, replace 
the bolt without the filter cover in order to 
prevent sludge from being flushed into the 
crankcase. When completely flushed and 
drained, replace _the drain pipe cap. 

7. Inspect the small metering hole at the 
threaded end of the oil filter retainer bolt, and 
make sure it is not plugged, A plugged meter
ing hole will impair or stop all oil flow through 
the oil filter element. 

lllust. 62A 
Installing the new oil filter element. 
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EXTRA EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES 
The tractor is used for so many different types of work and is called on to 

operate under so many different conditions that a considerable variety of equip
ment is necessary to adapt it to the varied requirements of the user. 

When you purchased your tractor, you probably had it completely equipped 
for your particular needs at that time. However, later you may wish to obtain 
some of the equipment or accessories listed below. These items can be pur
chased from and installed by your International Harvester dealer. 

Type of Equipment Type of Equipment 

Belt Pulley and/or Power Take-Off 

De Luxe Upholstered Seat 
Detachable Seat Pads 

Pull Bar Extension (Tractors with Fast-Hitch) 

Rear Wheel Weights 

Fast-Hitch 
Front Axle, Adjustable 
Front Wheel Weights 

High Altitude Cylinder Head 
Horn 

Description 

Adding water to the cooling system 
(When equipped with pressure-
type radiator cap). . •. 
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Adjusting the drawbar. . . . 
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widths. • • . . . 
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Wheels). • . . . . . . 
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Air intake cap and screen 

Before operating the tractor. . 
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Belt pulley and power take-off 
shifter rod. . . . 

Brakes .... . . 
Brake adjustment. . . . 
Brake pedals. . . . • 
Carburetor . • . . • .•.. 
Carburetor choke lever. 

. 

. 

. 

. 
. . . 
. . . 
. . 
. . 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Tachometer 
Tire Pump for Pneumatic Tires 
Tire Pump Kit for Pneumatic Tires 
Touch-Control 

Valve Rotators 
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Description 
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